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Our Vision 
A great place to live, learn, work and grow and a great place to do business 

Enriching Lives 
• Champion excellent education and enable our children and young people to achieve their full 

potential, regardless of their background.  
• Support our residents to lead happy, healthy lives and provide access to good leisure facilities to 

enable healthy choices for everyone.  
• Engage and empower our communities through arts and culture and create a sense of identity for 

the Borough which people feel part of.  
• Support growth in our local economy and help to build business. 

Providing Safe and Strong Communities 
• Protect and safeguard our children, young and vulnerable people. 
• Offer quality care and support, at the right time, to reduce the need for long term care.  
• Nurture our communities: enabling them to thrive and families to flourish. 
• Ensure our Borough and communities remain safe for all.  

Enjoying a Clean and Green Borough 
• Play as full a role as possible to achieve a carbon neutral Borough, sustainable for the future.  
• Protect our Borough, keep it clean and enhance our green areas for people to enjoy. 
• Reduce our waste, promote re-use, increase recycling and improve biodiversity. 
• Connect our parks and open spaces with green cycleways.  

Delivering the Right Homes in the Right Places 
• Offer quality, affordable, sustainable homes fit for the future.  
• Ensure the right infrastructure is in place, early, to support and enable our Borough to grow.  
• Protect our unique places and preserve our natural environment.  
• Help with your housing needs and support people, where it is needed most, to live independently in 

their own homes.  
Keeping the Borough Moving 

• Maintain and improve our roads, footpaths and cycleways.  
• Tackle traffic congestion and minimise delays and disruptions.  
• Enable safe and sustainable travel around the Borough with good transport infrastructure. 
• Promote healthy alternative travel options and support our partners in offering affordable, accessible 

public transport with good transport links.  
Changing the Way We Work for You 

• Be relentlessly customer focussed. 
• Work with our partners to provide efficient, effective, joined up services which are focussed around 

our customers.  
• Communicate better with customers, owning issues, updating on progress and responding 

appropriately as well as promoting what is happening in our Borough.  
• Drive innovative, digital ways of working that will connect our communities, businesses and 

customers to our services in a way that suits their needs.  
Be the Best We Can Be 

• Be an organisation that values and invests in all our colleagues and is seen as an employer of 
choice. 

• Embed a culture that supports ambition, promotes empowerment and develops new ways of 
working.  

• Use our governance and scrutiny structures to support a learning and continuous improvement 
approach to the way we do business.  

• Be a commercial council that is innovative, whilst being inclusive, in its approach with a clear focus 
on being financially resilient. 

• Maximise opportunities to secure funding and investment for the Borough. 
• Establish a renewed vision for the Borough with clear aspirations.  

 



 

 
Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to 
be sent via secure methods.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE LICENSING AND APPEALS HEARINGS SUB COMMITTEE 
 
Councillors  

Jackie Rance Beth Rowland Mike Smith 
 

ITEM 
NO. WARD SUBJECT PAGE 

NO.  
    
1.    ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

To elect a Chairman for the meeting 
 

 
    
2.    DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

To receive any declarations of interest 
 

 
    
3.   Remenham, 

Wargrave and 
Ruscombe 

APPLICATION 
To review the request for a review of premises licence 
PR0462 for Rewind Festival Limited, Temple Island, 
River Thames, Remenham. 

5 - 52 

 
 
 

CONTACT OFFICER 
Luciane Bowker Democratic and Electoral Services Specialist 
Email luciane.bowker@wokingham.gov.uk 
Postal Address Shute End, Wokingham, RG40 1BN 
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HEARING PROCEDURE – APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE 
 

1. Sub-Committee to elect a Chairman for this Hearing only. 
 

2. The Chairman to welcome all Parties, introduce the Members of the Sub-
Committee and state the nature of the matter which is to be considered. 
 

3. The Chairman to ask the Sub-Committee if they have any interests to declare. 
 

4. The Chairman to ask the Officers to confirm whether or not the formal 
requirements in respect of the matter to be considered have been complied 
with. 

 
5. Chairman of Sub-Committee to outline the procedure and reaffirm that only 

information relevant to representations can be considered and that such 
information must be relevant to the Licensing Objectives.  The Chairman to 
confirm that all parties understand this.  The four Licensing Objectives are: - 

  - The Prevention of Crime and Disorder; 
  - Public Safety; 
  - The Prevention of Public Nuisance; and 
  - The Protection of Children from Harm. 
 

6. The Licensing Officer will introduce the Hearing report and update the Sub-
Committee on any developments following publication of the report whenever 
required. 
 

7. The Sub-Committee may ask the Licensing Team representative for 
clarification of any points. 
 

8. The Applicant and Licence Holder shall have an opportunity to put questions 
to the Licensing Team representative. 
 

9. The Chairman will invite the Applicant to make any representations. 
 

10. The Sub-Committee may ask the Applicant for clarifications of any points. 
 

11. The Licence Holder will have the opportunity to put questions to the Applicant. 
 

12. The Chairman will invite the Licence Holder to make any representations. 
 

13. The Sub-Committee may ask the Licence Holder for clarifications of any 
points. 
 

14. The Applicant will have the opportunity to put questions to the Licence Holder. 
 

15. The Chairman will then invite any Responsible Authorities or other persons 
who have made representations to speak.  In order to facilitate effective 
hearings, other persons making similar representations will be asked to 
nominate a spokesman to present their representations.  At the conclusion of 
a spokesman’s representation, the Chairman will ask the other persons if they 
have any other points to raise. 
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16. The Sub-Committee may ask the Responsible Authorities or other persons 
questions and points of clarification. 
 

17. The Applicant and Licence Holder shall have an opportunity to put questions 
to those who have made representations if permitted to do so by the Sub-
Committee, or they may respond to the comments made when summing up 
their case. 
 

18. An opportunity shall be given to all parties present to sum up their case (but 
not to add any new facts), in the same order as above. 
 

19. After hearing the application and all representations, the Sub-Committee will 
ask any further questions of any party that it may have. 
 

20. All parties other than the Sub-Committee and support staff from Wokingham 
Borough Council’s Legal and Democratic Services team shall be asked to 
leave the hearing.  Officers present do not take part in the decision making but 
will provide legal and procedural advice and record the decision. 
 

21. The Sub-Committee shall determine the application.  The decision will be 
notified in writing within 5 working days to all parties after the Sub-Committee 
has reached its decision. 
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TITLE APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF PREMISES 
LICENCE PR0462 
UNDER S51 LICENSING ACT 2003  
REWIND FESTIVAL LIMITED 

  
FOR CONSIDERATION BY Licensing and Appeals Sub-Committee on 28 April 

2023 
  
WARD Remenham  
  
LEAD OFFICER Keiran Hinchliffe – Service Manager - Licensing 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To provide relevant information for the Sub-Committee to consider and determine the 
application for review of premises licence received from Mr Ron Emerson on behalf of 
Remenham Farm Residents Association (RFRA).  This relates to the premises licence 
PR0462 for Rewind Festival Limited, Temple Island, River Thames, Remenham.  
 

 
OUTCOMES 
 
In accordance with S52 of the Licensing Act 2003, members are requested to determine 
the application for review, having regard to the review application, representations 
received and the requirement to promote the four licensing objectives. 
 

 
OPTIONS 
 
Section 51 of the Licensing Act 2003 provides for a responsible authority or any other 
person to apply to the licensing authority for a review of a premises licence. 
 
The review and any representations must relate to particular premises for which a 
premises licence is in existence and must be relevant to the promotion of the licensing 
objectives. 
 
Before determining the application, the authority must hold a hearing to consider this 
and any relevant representations, and take steps as it considers necessary for the 
promotion of the licensing objectives.  The options open to the Sub Committee are: 
 

• Modify the conditions of the licence (the conditions of the licence are modified if 
any of them is altered or omitted or any new condition is added) (for a period not 
exceeding three months or permanently) 

 
• Exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence (for a period not 

exceeding three months or permanently) 
 
 

• Remove the designated premises supervisor 
 

• Suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months 
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• Revoke the licence 

 
• Issue formal warnings to the designated premises supervisor and/or premises 

licence holder 
 

• Take no action  
 
In determining the application, the Licensing Authority has a duty to carry out its 
functions with a view to promoting the four licensing objectives, which are: 
 

• The prevention of crime and disorder 
• Public safety 
• The prevention of public nuisance 
• The protection of children from harm 

 
The Licensing Authority must also have regard to the representations received, the 
Licensing Authority’s statement of licensing policy and the statutory guidance issued 
under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 

 
APPENDICES 
Appendix A Premises Licence PR0462 
Appendix B Review Application received from Mr Ron Emerson on behalf of 

Remenham Farm Residents Association (RFRA). 
Appendix C Appendix C:  Review Application – Supplementary Information 
Appendix D Photograph of black lorry 
Appendix E Photograph of red lorry 
Appendix F Photograph of silver lorry 
Appendix G Aerial photograph of festival 
Appendix H Video 
Appendix I Representation from Mr Neil Brown 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The premises to which licence PR0462 relates is Rewind Festival Limited at Temple 
Island, River Thames, Remenham.  
 
The licence authorises plays, films, live music, recorded music, performance of 
dance, other entertainment similar to live or recorded music or dance performance, 
late night refreshment, and supply of alcohol.  Permitted hours for licensable activities 
are generally between 11:00 and 01:00 on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, with detail 
given on the licence (see Appendix A). 
 
The premises licence holder is Rewind Festival Limited and the designated premises 
supervisor Mr Benjamin Turnbull.  His personal licence LICPL/14/151525 is issued by 
Kensington and Chelsea.   
 
The application for review was received by the licensing authority from Mr Ron 
Emerson on behalf of Remenham Farm Residents Association (RFRA) on 06 March 
2023.  
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The grounds given for review are: 
 

• All the licensing objectives are being undermined. 
 
Full details of the review with supporting information are set out in the review 
application which are attached as Appendix B and Appendix C. 
 
Supporting photographs and videos, provided by the review applicant, can be found in 
Appendices D, E, F, G, and H.  
 
The 28-day consultation period ran from 07 March 2023 to 03 April 2023. 
 
The responsible authorities and ward members were notified by email of the 
application. 
 
Site notices advertising the review application were posted at Wokingham Borough 
Council offices and at the exterior of the premises.   
  
During the statutory consultation period, there were no valid representations received 
from responsible authorities. 
 
A representation was received from one other person: 
 
Mr Anthony West responded on 14 March 2023: 
“I support the Application for a Review of this Licence, on the grounds set out.” 
 
The consultation period finished on 03 April 2023. 
 
On 05 April 2023, Mr John Halsall responded:  
“I write on behalf of the parish council, who are in full support of the Remenham Farm 
Residents Association review of the Rewind license.” 
 
On 05 April 2023, Mr Neil Brown responded. His representation can be found in 
Appendix I. 
 
A mediation meeting was held at the Council offices on 12 April 2023, with 
representatives from Rewind Festival and the RFRA.  
 
During mediation, the following actions were identified for Rewind Festival to consider 
and respond to: 
• Request to share a draft Traffic Management Plan. 
• Request to share a draft Event Safety Management Plan (ESMP). 
• Request to share the latest sustainability report. 
• Resident involvement in forward planning, such as a meeting with residents before 

and after the event, coinciding with the diary for attending Safety Advisory Group 
(SAG) meetings, and the ability to make contact during the event.  

• Articulated vehicles to use white noise rather than beeping sounds when 
reversing. 
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Reasons for Decision 
In accordance with legislative requirements, the application must be determined through 
a hearing of the licensing and appeals sub-committee. 

 
Alternative Options considered, if any 
Not applicable 

 
Reasons for considering the report in Part 2 
Not applicable 

 
List of Background Papers 
Wokingham Borough Council Statement of Licensing Policy (September 2018) 
Revised Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 (December 
2022) 

 
Contact  Mike Harding, Licensing Officer Service  Enforcement & Safety Service 
Telephone No  07933 172891 Email  mike.harding@wokingham.gov.uk 
Date  12 April 2023 Version No.  2 
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[Insert name and address of relevant licensing authority and its reference number (optional)] 

Application for the review of a premises licence or club premises certificate under the 

Licensing Act 2003 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 

Before completing this form please read the guidance notes at the end of the form. 

If you are completing this form by hand please write legibly in block capitals. In all cases ensure 

that your answers are inside the boxes and written in black ink. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

You may wish to keep a copy of the completed form for your records.  

I 

  (Insert name of applicant) 

apply for the review of a premises licence under section 51 / apply for the review of a club 

premises certificate under section 87 of the Licensing Act 2003 for the premises described in 

Part 1 below (delete as applicable) 

Part 1 – Premises or club premises details  

Postal address of premises or, if none, ordnance survey map reference or description 

Post town   Post code (if known)  

Name of premises licence holder or club holding club premises certificate (if known) 

Number of premises licence or club premises certificate (if known) 

Part 2 - Applicant details 

I am 

Please tick  yes 

1) an individual, body or business which is not a responsible

authority (please read guidance note 1, and complete (A)

or (B) below)

2) a responsible authority (please complete (C) below)

3) a member of the club to which this application relates

(please complete (A) below)
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(A) DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL APPLICANT (fill in as applicable)

Please tick  yes 

Mr Mrs Miss Ms Other title 

(for example, Rev) 

Surname First names 

Please tick  yes 

I am 18 years old or over 

Current postal 

address if  

different from 

premises 

address 

Post town Post Code 

Daytime contact telephone number 

E-mail address

(optional)

(B) DETAILS OF OTHER APPLICANT

Name and address 

Telephone number (if any) 

E-mail address (optional)
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 (C)  DETAILS OF RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY APPLICANT 

 

 Name and address 

      

Telephone number (if any) 

      

E-mail address (optional)  

      

  

 

This application to review relates to the following licensing objective(s) 

 

 Please tick one or more boxes  

1) the prevention of crime and disorder  

2) public safety  

3) the prevention of public nuisance  

4) the protection of children from harm  
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Please state the ground(s) for review (please read guidance note 2) 
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Please provide as much information as possible to support the application (please read 

guidance note 3) 
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  Please tick  yes 

Have you made an application for review relating to the 

premises before 

If yes please state the date of that application Day Month Year 

If you have made representations before relating to the premises please state what they were 

and when you made them 

34



 

  

                                                                                                                                  Please tick  

yes 

 

 I have sent copies of this form and enclosures to the responsible authorities 

and the premises licence holder or club holding the club premises certificate, 

as appropriate 

 

 I understand that if I do not comply with the above requirements my 

application will be rejected 

 

       
 

IT IS AN OFFENCE, UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003, TO MAKE 

A FALSE STATEMENT IN OR IN CONNECTION WITH THIS APPLICATION. THOSE 

WHO MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT MAY BE LIABLE ON SUMMARY CONVICTION 

TO A FINE OF ANY AMOUNT.   

 

Part 3 – Signatures   (please read guidance note 4) 

 

Signature of applicant or applicant’s solicitor or other duly authorised agent (please read 

guidance note 5). If signing on behalf of the applicant please state in what capacity. 

 

Signature      

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Date                   

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Capacity            

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Contact name (where not previously given) and postal address for correspondence 
associated with this application (please read guidance note 6) 

      

Post town 

      

Post Code 

      

Telephone number (if any)        

If you would prefer us to correspond with you using an e-mail address your e-mail address 
(optional)       

 

Notes for Guidance  

 

1. A responsible authority includes the local police, fire and rescue authority and other 

statutory bodies which exercise specific functions in the local area. 

2. The ground(s) for review must be based on one of the licensing objectives. 

3. Please list any additional information or details for example dates of problems which are 

included in the grounds for review if available. 

4. The application form must be signed. 

5. An applicant’s agent (for example solicitor) may sign the form on their behalf provided 

that they have actual authority to do so. 

6. This is the address which we shall use to correspond with you about this application. 
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Remenham Farm Residents Association (RFRA) 

 

The above association is composed of: 

 

Mr John Halsall, Cherwell, Remenham Lane 40 years 

Mr Ronald Emerson, The Reeds, Remenham Lane 28 years 

Mr Michael Dudley, The Reach, Remenham Lane 25 years 

Nigel Gray, Remenham Farm Remenham Lane 23 years 

Neil Brown Old School House Remenham Lane 14 years 

Anthony West Remenham Manor Remenham Lane 52 years 

Michael Williams Remenham Barn Remenham Lane 15 years 

David Law Barn Cottage Remenham Lane 44 years 

 

Rewind Festival Limited, licence number PR0 462 

 

We, the RFRA, wish to call for a review of the above licence, on the grounds that all the licensing 

objectives are being undermined. 

 

Reviews are a key protection for the community where problems associated with the licensing 

objectives occur after the grant or variation of a premises licence (s 182 Guidance, para 11.1). It is 

well established as a matter of law and policy that licensing decisions are made in the wider public 

interest (see R (oao Hope & Glory Public House) v Westminster Magistrates’ Court & Ors [2011] EWCA 

Civ 31 [41][42] and the s 182 Guidance at paras 1.5, 9.38, 11.1, 11.26). 

 

The Rewind Festival Licence (PR0462) provides authorisation for a single 2-3 day event with a 

permitted daily capacity of 23,000. The total capacity over the two main days of the event exceeds 

45,000.  

 

Remenham Overview:  
 
Remenham in Berkshire is a rural Parish extending along the Thames from Wargrave to Aston. It 
includes the stretch of the Thames downstream from the Henley Bridge which contains the villages 
of Remenham and Aston. This part of Remenham Parish has long been a venue for licensed 
sporting and social events. Most of the events take place on Greenfield sites.  In addition to 
attendees, all equipment and infrastructure for these events, even the waste disposal, are 
transported by road, access being along three single lane roads. The number and size of events 
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have increased dramatically in recent years, with a direct and adverse impact on the local 
community. And while the size of most events has increased, and the scale of building and taking 
down operations has also increased, the local infrastructure (three effectively single-track roads, 
the river and the Thames Path) which provides access to most events and to the villages, has not. 
 
The parish of Remenham has a population of 500 residents which is impacted by a series of events 
and festivals from as early as May, mid / late June until late September each year – the most famous 
of which is the Henley Royal Regatta – in 2021 this was a period of 187 days in effect every summer 
weekend. In 2022 there were some 138 days of events from June to September, again, every 
weekend throughout the summer. The scale of the events dwarfs the population of the village; the 
maximum capacity for the Heleny Festival is 25,000 and for Rewind it is 46,000.  
 

The 1-mile stretch between Henley Bridge and Temple Island hosts three major annual events; 
Henley Royal Regatta “HRR” (since 1839, total attendance of 300,000 in 2019); Henley Festival 
“HF” (since 1983, total attendance of 25,000 in 2019) and the Rewind Festival “RF” (since 2009, 
total attendance 46,000 in 2019).  In total, these three events deposit the equivalent of the entire 
population of Coventry or Cardiff on this tiny piece of geography; more than the populations of 
Newcastle or Southampton.  
 
Given the rural character of Remenham and its very limited infrastructure, every event held 
compromised local residents’ access to and quiet enjoyment of their properties. Major events 
(especially in Temple Island Meadows) and simultaneous or overlapping events, seriously 
impacted both, to the extent that residents quiet enjoyment was impacted and/or they were are 
effectively deprived of the normal use of their homes for much of this period.   However, it is not 
only local residents who are impacted. This area is enjoyed by the general public throughout the 
year as a place of tranquility. The area from Remenham village to Hambleden lock a is covered by 
a National Trust covenant in oreder to” protect the rural character of the area” Clearly, this only 
limits any permanent development but when implemented it was probably not thought possible 
that this rural character could be destroyed  by temporary events. The fact is that the availability 
of this area for escape for the general population has also been seriously compromised. 
 

The Rewind Festival: 

 

The Premises Licence makes provision for an Event Safety Management Plan (?) (“ESMP”), and 

Event Liaison Team (“ELT”) and a Safety Advisory Group (“SAG”) – there is little or no formal 

community representative on the ELT or SAG. 

 

The Premises Licence makes provision for prior and after community liaison meetings to ‘discuss 

the event with local residents’ (Condition 15, page 7/15). This does not occur. The previous 

owners did a good job here with meetings held with residents in the village hall. The only contact 

with the new owners was the attendance of a single person at a RPC meeting where WBC officials 
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and the Copas family met to discuss a range of problems, of which Rewind was mentioned. The 

repesentative made little contribution. They have made no attempt to contact us following last 

year’s event. We met with Kieran Hinchliffe, Ed Day, and Ed Shaylor of WBC to voice our 

concerns and they said they would arrange a meeting early this year with Rewind management to 

discuss these concerns. We do not know if this has been followed up.  

 

The Premises Licence requires that the ‘organiser will employ the services of a dedicated traffic 

management company to undertake a survey of potential traffic impact and produce a Traffic 

Management Plan (TMP) that details measures to put in place what will minimise the impact. The 

TMP must be shared with the Licensing Authority one month prior to the Event. They will ensure 

the smooth ingress, egress and where appropriate emergency movement of festival attendee 

vehicles.’ (Condition 14, page 11/15).  

 

There is also a condition that requires: ‘A dedicated blue route will be indicated in the Traffic 

Management and Emergency Plan and be kept clear for access by emergency vehicles at all times.’ 

(Condition 11, page 9/15). 

 

This license was granted to stage The Rewind Festival in Remenham, annually in August.  As part 

of the authorisation, a Traffic Management Plan was put in place, principally to ensure that the 

very significant work involved in setting up and taking down of this event over a two-week period, 

which is attended by around 46,000 people, involves a minimum of disruption in the local 

community. Given the event is served by single track lanes this is vital, with much of the vehicular 

traffic being large articulated lorries. [Map] 

 

A copy of the TMP should be with the council. 

 

This TMP was not implemented in 2022. Though traffic signs were put in place before the event, 

together with limited, but frequently ineffective marshalling during the event. (The problem here 

is that  with a TMP marshals have no authority to redirect traffic if there are breaches of the plan 

rules, unlike a Traffic Order.), All of this ceased immediately after the event finished. All traffic 

signs were removed, together with marshalling, which resulted in traffic chaos during the following 

week. As one example, on the Monday after the event finished, the whole of Remenham Lane was 

in gridlock for the one mile stretch from the church to Henley Bridge due to articulated lorries 

traveling against a counter flow of traffic from the event site in direct contravention of the TMP 
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(photograph attached). Given the single-track nature of the lane it is impossible for vehicles of this 

sort to turn around. I asked Mr  Steve Porter, the manager of the site, why he was allowing vehicles 

to travel in all directions and he said he did not have the manpower to manage it. Seemingly, unable 

or unwilling to implement a TMP that they are required by law to fulfil: this is an obvious breach 

of conditions and a confirmation of poor management and evidence of the causal approach to 

adherence to licence conditions given they were not prepared to put in place adequate resources 

to manage traffic in accordance with the TMP. 

 

This is simply unacceptable at any level. The organisers were in breach of the TMP, their premises 

licence and consequently failing to promote the licensing objectives. Apart from many factors, 

including our legal rights to access our homes, if emergency vehicles had been required to attend 

any of the homes along the lane this would have been impossible, with potentially major 

consequences, for which we believe the organisers would be liable.  

 

The new owners and organisers of this event reflect a similarly mismanagement of traffic when it 

was launched some years ago. It was then sold to alternative owners who did a reasonable job of 

managing this problem. Since it reverted to the new owners two years ago, they have demonstrated 

the same casual disregard for the licence objectives and the concerns of the local community and, 

on that basis, we believe the licence should be reviewed and, as a minimum, a Traffic Order put 

in place for the 2023 event. 

 

There is evidence of environmental damage caused by this major event being staged in a totally 

unsuitable rural location. Trees have been felled in Remenham Lane to allow Rewind vehicles to 

pass, and there is evidence of damage to the habitat for wildlife.  We also believe consideration 

should be given to the enormous carbon footprint created by these two weeks of vehicular 

movements, plus the 46,000 people who attend. WBC has a Climate Emergency Policy which 

states that all events staged in the borough should have a “calculated” carbon footprint assessment, 

not a “judgemental” one. A recent example of councils taking this into account is Sunderland 

Council banning a long-standing and very popular annual air show due to the carbon impact. Will 

WBC also show leadership in this way? 

 

I have attached a sample set of photographs that show the scale of the event and the kind of 

gridlock traffic problems that are a regular consequence of this event. 
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What do we seek? 

 

[1] A condition requiring a full Environmental Assessment for the Rewind Festival. 

 

WBC, in conjunction with the licence holder, shall undertake an annual Environmental Impact 

Assessment for all the Environmental Impacts arising from the from the set up for the event, the 

event itself and get out of the event. The Environmental Impact Assessment must include a 

consultation with the licensing authority, responsible authorities and local residents and businesses. 

The EIA must be completed and served on the licensing authority and made available to local 

residents no later than three months before the start of the set up for the Rewind Festival The 

premises licence shall not have effect for 2023 until an EIA has been served on the licensing 

authority and made available to local residents.  

 

[2] The requirement for a full, Traffic Order to cover the entire period of set up. event time, and 

take down which must include the following (as a minimum): 

 

The premises licence holder will employ the services of a dedicated traffic management company 

to undertake an annual survey of traffic impacts arising from the set up for the event, the event 

itself and get out of the event. The traffic management company must consult with local residents, 

businesses and emergency services. The traffic management company must produce a Traffic 

Management Plan, and WBC issue a Traffic Order that ensures adherence to the plan throughout 

the period of this event. . The TMP and TO must be completed and made available to local 

residents no later than three months before the start of the set up for the Rewind Festival. 

 

[3] That a representative of the RFRA shall be included on the ELT and SAG.  

 

For and on behalf of RFRA: 

 

R V Emerson CBE 
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Old Schoolhouse 

Remenham Lane 

Remenham 

RG9 3DD 

 

Remenham Farm Residents Association (RFRA) and REWIND Festival 

 

Representation: 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

I am writing to fully support the application submitted on behalf of the RFRA 
by Mr Emerson. I am also making a personal representation. 

I live in the Old Schoolhouse at Remenham, one of the closest properties to the 
Rewind Festival, and have done so since 2009.  I have experienced every 
Rewind Festival. In addition to the points made in the RFRA application I would 
wish to raise a specific issue on the use of reversing horns.  This has been a 
problem especially in the last two years when the Festival reverted to its 
current ownership/management.  

These are used for about a week before the Festival until about a week after 
the Festival (i.e., the set up and take down), throughout most of each working 
day and until late in the evening.  Immediately after the end of the Festival last 
year they were used from 11pm until the early hours of the morning. I raise 
the issue here because it is entirely avoidable.  I know that because other large 
events close to our home, notably those the COPAS license in relation to 
Henley Royal Regatta, started using white noise instead some years ago.  My 
recollection is that they required contractors to change. Despite my efforts to 
engage with both WBC and the Rewind Festival in each of the last two years I 
have made no progress at all in addressing it.  I have raised it in emails and 
phonecalls during the Festival in each of the last 2 years and when Rewind 
represented a meeting with residents courtesy of the Parish Council. 

The license permits the use of reversing horns.  There is a distance restriction 
on their use (from the nearest houses) but I have seen that breached.  I have 
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also found that even when the distance restriction is observed, the horns are 
so loud that they are heard in every room of my home throughout most of the 
two weeks and from early morning to (on some days) the early hours of the 
morning. The distance restriction is inadequate and there is no time restriction 
on what is amplified sound.  I know as a neighbour of Rewind what the noise 
restrictions outside the permitted ‘main stage’ days and hours means and I can 
attest that the reversing horns are considerably louder than the general 
festival music noise levels. 

Finally, the use of reversing horns is unnecessary.  I know that because other 
events on a similar scale have stopped using them some years ago (above). 
When I contacted WBC and Rewind in 2021, during the Festival, I was told that 
they were only being used because post-COVID there was a shortage of 
alternative (‘White Noise’ fitted) vehicles.  There was no such excuse in 2022, 
when I was told by WBC that it wasn’t a noise issue but a licensing issue.   

I am left with no choice but to make this representation to change the license 
to ban the use of reversing horns other than those which use white noise. The 
old-style reversing horns create an entirely avoidable public nuisance and 
which for most of two full weeks adversely impact not only Rewind’s 
neighbours but the local environment. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

Neil Brown   
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